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Your FREE 2016 Toy Trends Report

Taken from the 2016 Holiday Toy Guide, this article on Toy Trends is designed to help 

you build an inventory list for selling toys online this holiday season.

Research is incredibly valuable… and I strongly believe that to know what is selling 

online (and what isn't) – you have to look at eBay and Amazon (two of the most visited 

sites). This is what the Holiday Toy Guide is all about; however, as much as we do the 

research for you with the Holiday Toy Guide, it is also important to know your market.

Understanding trends in the toy industry can give you a head start on building 

your toy inventory for this year…



2016 Toy Trends and How They

Can Help You Build Inventory

Trends are based on research of what items have been considered hot items in the past. 

A ‘toy trend’ is a type of toy that has had a past tendency to sell well. Trends are not 

specific items; rather, they give suggestions for types of toys to keep an eye out for. 

Let me say that again... Trends are not specific items. Trends are worth paying 

attention to because they provide insight into themes of products that will be popular in 

coming seasons.

One of the trends we are seeing is that the range in toy pricing is a little higher this 

year… This implies that retailers are expecting parents to pay more in 2016. And, as 

always, we are visiting some hot toys of the past. We are going to see classic Lego and 

Barbie… along with revisiting “real” pets and Star Wars. This year’s expected to be 

popular toys are also building on the success of previous years. There are almost always

hot toys during the holiday season that reflect what was hot the previous year.

But how do we determine the trends in the toys we will see this year?

First of all – we need to look at technology and how it continues to impact the toy 

industry. It's all about fusing entertainment with technology... and of course the toy 

industry is hitting the market and taking advantage of the technology hype. We have 

seen tablets for kids come out over the last few years along with apps that require toys 

for parents to buy. It started a couple years ago with the game apps – but, these types 

of toys are getting more sophisticated. The line between technology and play is 

more blurred than ever and you can expect to see some hot toys this Christmas

reflecting that.

Secondly, movies and television have a huge impact on what toys tend to be 

most popular for the year. This year, we have Jurrasic World, Minions  and of course 

Star Wars coming right before Christmas... and all will likely have a licensed toy (or 



two... or 2 thousand!) following that will be worth watching. If the movie is super hot 

– the toys from this movie will likely be hot through January and into next 

year.

Third, you can always expect some remakes of what was once super popular. We have 

seen this over and over in previous years... Furby is a great example and seems to 

always makes some sort of come-back. The “Little Live Pets Clever Keet” has been 

popular the last two years – and this year there is the Little Live Pet Lil' Turtle that some

are saying will be popular.

As much as we look at previous hot toy trends to help determine trends for this coming 

holiday season, keep in mind - trends are not only based on the toys that are expected 

to be the most popular this holiday season, toy trends are effected by the economy 

and current events as well.

Studying trends in the toy industry will prove to be extremely helpful as you build a 

shopping list for selling toys this holiday season. Knowing what types of toys are 

expected to be the most popular will help you be able to spot an item that has a high 

potential of selling on eBay and Amazon.

According to the Toy Industry Association, trends for 2016 include the following:

1. Technology: Robots, Drones and “Toys-To-Life” - We have seen these types of 

tech toys show up over the years but the hottest robots of the year will be 

customizable and teach kids important concepts... and they will be a part of most 

of the popular toys. Younger children will find them in or with their action figures, 

puzzles and bath toys. Tech toys provide a “360-degree interactive play 

experience while enhancing classic play patterns.

Examples: robots/robotic pets, Remote-Control that interact with smartphones, 

apps that allow kids to play with physical toys in new and different ways (even 

Pokeman Go!), smart tablets for toddlers, augmented reality, wearables, flying 

nanodrones, etc.

http://www.toyassociation.org/TIA/Industry_Facts/trends/IndustryFacts/Trends/Trends.aspx#.V6fE4o6RLow


2. Family: Like many generations before them, millennial parents have grown 

nostalgic for childhood board games, puzzles and other traditional toys. Believe it 

or not, the TIA is seeing a growing number of toys that although they promote 

technology, they focus on promoting socialization and face-to-face interaction.

Examples: family and board games, craft activities, outdoor games, etc.

3. “Ultimate Creator”: My kids fall in this category as far as passions in their play. 

Culinary creations, “Pinterest-worthy” designs and stop-motion movies are some 

of the many creative ideas in this category. These types of toys teach skills and 

provide creative medium for expression where children can share their physical 

and digital masterpieces.

Examples: stop-motion tech and videography sets; food/baking sets; jewelry 

making; building sets, etc.

4. Brain Boosters / “Steam”: Educational toys have always had their place in the 

Holiday Toy Guide trends... and this year is no different. Educational toys are 

“STEAMing ahead and include toys that reinforce Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM). Parents and educators are big fans of the 

STEAM toys because they reinforce what children are learning in schools and help 

build important spatial, reasoning, critical thinking and problem solving skills.

Examples: Classic toys with an educational twist; infant/pre-school learning toys; 

science and engineering kits that teach coding and advanced mathematical 

concepts; activity-based books and educational board games that teach language 

and culture; toys that encourage parental/educator involvement and teaching; 

etc.

5. Collectibles: In 2016 expect to see affordable collectible toys everywhere. 

Collecting is a favorite pastime for children and it's an art form for kids who are on

the hunt for the one item to complete their collection. Keep in mind, collecting is 



social as kids enjoy sharing and trading their items.

Examples: novelty toys; high-quality miniature versions of existing lines; franchise

collectibles, etc.

If this is confusing at all… it will make more sense as you look at the list. Please note 

that the specifics that are listed in the list on the following page are used as examples 

of items that might fall under the aforementioned trend.

Following is a list of toy trends for this year.



Toy Trends For 2016
- Licensed characters/hot movies/video games/apps:

The media plays a huge roll in the toys that are popular for children. Many roll out their DVD just in
time for the holidays.. and along with these DVD’s you’ll find a new wave of popularity with the 
toys that correspond to them. With the popularity of the smart phone and ipad – we have also seen
popular licensed characters come from a popular app.

o Star Wars
o Finding Dory
o The Secret Life of Pets
o Paw Patrol
o The Avengers
o Frozen
o TMNT (Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles)
o Pokeman
o Zombies/Vampires
o Polar Express and other Christmas themed movies

- Technology:
o Playstation/Nintendo/Sony consoles with new releases
o Video game accessories (biggy!)
o tablets for kids
o smart phone/ipad games “apps”
o Music/videos
o Children’s toys (interactive)
o Online Add-Ons (toys with an online addition like app toys)
o Wearable technology

- Classic/Retro Toys for the holiday
o Trains (always a holiday favorite! - both new and used) – Polar Express and holiday versions
o Pretend Play and Dollhouses (new and used)
o LEGO
o Barbie
o Matchbox/HotWheels
o Board games revisited

- Budget Toys:
o Collectible and used toys
o Mini toys allow parents to buy as little or as many as they want or can afford

- Educational Toys
o innovative toys to help teach science
o toys that teach skills (knitting, cooking, gardening, etc.)
o Crafts and creativity

- Realistic/RobotToys
o Pet (birds, fish, turtles, etc.)
o Baby Alive
o R2D2/Robot/RC vehicles

- Create & Invent
o building/construction toys
o programmable toys
o design kits



This is just the beginning...

What happens in Q4 of 2016 is still to be determined... But, one thing is for certain – it 
is going to be crazy-AWESOME! Every holiday season is full of so much opportunity for 
new and seasoned sellers alike.

Come join us as we party it up and walk along with you as you dive into the holiday 
selling season... it's like family – only without all the “family” stuff – when we come 
together.

The 2016 Holiday Toy Guide provides Training, Research and Community – 3 KEYS to 
being successful this Q4.

Learn more here at www.HolidayToyGuide.com... NOTE: Presale pricing is only available 
for a short time! Save $60!! Plus prices are lower than in 2015! Come join the family. 
Hope to see you on the inside.

Jenni Hunt

“The list seems AWESOME thanks for a great product! I was so thrilled with
the info – when I was telling others in [my] group about where they can

purchase it – I said I know I probably sound like I am marketing it for her – but
I’m not – just a GREAT resource of information for the price.” ~Christi

“Hi, Jenni: Just a note to say I purchased the Holiday Selling Guide:Hot Toys
for Profit a couple weeks ago and have been having so much fun with this. I
have purchased quite a few things either on sale or not…but at prices lower

than what the items were currently going for on eBay.” ~Judy Griggs

http://www.HolidayToyGuide.com/
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